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PART I - PRESENTATION

Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES Distance Learning Program

Welcome  

Greetings and Appreciation

Chinese Teachers:  

Competition
Trivial Questions on Chinese language & Culture

1. Learn “Jasmine Flower”

Singer: Ying Wu

A popular Chinese folk song, dates 
back to 18 century, it has been used in 
many important events in China, such 
as the 2004 Summer Olympics, the 
2008 Summer Olympics and the 2010 
Shanghai Expo opening ceremony. It 
has many regional variations and is 
popular in both China and aboard. 

2. On the Top of the East Hill  

Lyrics: Cang Yang Jia Cuo (1683-1706)
Composer: Qianyi Zhang (1959)

A bright moon rising over the East 
hill reminds a young man of his 
beautiful sweetheart. He signs 
in sorrow of not being aside her, 
wondering if he would be less sad if 
they had never met.

Ying Wu  -Chinese Mezzo Soprano Singer 
Mezzo- soprano, co-founder of Boston Chinese Musicians Association. She was in
charge of training soloists and chorus members for “A suite of music from the Red Mansions”
performance in 2016 and “The Sound of China: Music from the Liu San Jie” performance in
2018. She holds a B.A. in Vocal Performance from Hangzhou Normal University, China and
M.M. in Opera from Longy School of Music of Bard College. During her years in Boston, Ms. Wu
has participated in numerous performances, such as Lucia di Lammermoor, La Cenerentola,
Sweeney Todd, Der Rosenkavalier, Gondoliers, Mignon, and Our Town.



PART II - PERFORMANCE

Binghamton University Confucius Institute Performance

1. The Hu Village .....................................................................................Boer Li [11 minutes]

Originates from one of the four major classical novels in China, called “The Water Margin”. It portrays a 
female general, Hu Sanniang who fights bravely to protect her home village. Her singing and fighting skills 
are both powerful and breathtaking.

2. Journey to Suzhou ........................................................................... Heran Cao [5 minutes]

Journey to Suzhou is a peaceful, flowing song composed in 1962 by Jiang Xianwei. It brings to mind 
the beauty and serene atmosphere of ancient Suzhou, a southeastern city in China known for its 
breathtaking classical gardens.

3. Picking Up the Jade Bracelet ........................................................... Chenfu Zhu [8 minutes]

This opera, famous for its clever and delicate pantomime, is set in the Ming dynasty (1368-1644). A beautiful 
young maiden, Sun Yujiao, lives with her widowed mother in a small town where they raise chickens to 
support themselves. When her mother leaves home one day to visit a temple, Sun Yujiao comes out of doors, 
feeds the chickens, and sits down to sew the soles on her slippers. A handsome young nobleman, Fu Peng, 
catches a glimpse of Sun Yujiao and is immediately smitten. On the pretext of buying some of the chickens, 
Fu Peng approaches to flirt with her. Feigning annoyance, Sun Yujiao goes indoors to conceal her attraction 
to him. Before leaving, Fu Peng drops his jade bracelet and hides around a corner. When she reemerges, Sun 
Yujiao finds that the handsome stranger has left, but she discovers that he has dropped his bracelet. She 
bends over to pick up the jade bracelet and, discretely slips it on. Seeing this, Fu Peng laughs, realizing that 
she shares his affection.

4. The Xiaoshang River ....................................................Yunjing Li, Chenshuang Li [8 minutes]

This Beijing Opera act depicts a Song dynasty battle scene against the Jin dynasty during the Jin-Song wars. 
The story goes that one General, Yue Fei, refused to lead the troops into battle. However, another General, Yang 
Zaixing, boldly forged on, riding to the snow-covered Xiaoshang River to fight the enemy soldiers. Unfortunately, 
while he was trying to escape from the enemy during battle, General Yang rode out onto the river, not realizing 
that the river was not yet frozen, and ultimately fell to his demise while bravely fighting for his people.

5.Chinese Calligraphy .......................................................................... Xiuwen Li [30 minutes]

The Chinese Calligraphy workshop will introduce the characteristics and writing requirements of Chinese 
calligraphy to participants, and will also teach simple Chinese calligraphy and landscape painting, so 
that participants can feel and experience the ancient Chinese traditional culture while learning Chinese 
calligraphy and painting.
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Boer Li   – Beijing Opera Actress, Wudan Character

Boer Li is a visiting volunteer teacher with the Confucius Institute of Chinese Opera. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree and is currently studying for her master’s degree in Chinese opera 
performance from the National Academy of Chinese Theater Arts. Ms. Li has performed at the 
Chinese Beijing Opera Art Festival in Nanjing, and in Shanghai at the Magnolia Award Festival.

Heran Cao   – Traditional Chinese Flutist

Heran Cao is a visiting volunteer teacher with the Confucius Institute of Chinese Opera. He  earned his 
bachelor’s degree and is currently working on a master’s degree in Chinese traditional instrumental 
performance from the National Academy of Chinese Theater Arts. He has performed in venues such as the 
National Grand Theater in China, the Chang’an Grand Theater and the Mei Lanfang Grand Theater, and 
earned a gold medal at the 4th Beijing Bamboo Flute performance competition in 2018.

Chenfu Zhu  – Beijing Opera Actress, Daoma Character

Chenfu Zhu is an associate professor with a specialty in Beijing opera performance at the 
National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts. She is currently a visiting professor of Chinese 
opera at the Confucius Institute of Chinese Opera at Binghamton University. She earned an 
Outstanding Teacher Award from the National Performing Competition of Artistic Institutions 
in 2004 and from the Beijing Vocational Schools Performance Competition in 2018. 

Yunjing Li  – Beijing Opera Actor, Painted Face Character

Yunjing Li is a master’s student at the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts studying Beijing 
opera performance.  He is currently working as a volunteer teacher for the Confucius Institute 
of Chinese Opera at Binghamton University.

Chenshuang Li  – Beijing Opera actor, Wusheng character

Chenshuang Li is a master’s student at the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts 
studying Beijing Opera Performance. He is currently working as a volunteer teacher for the 
Confucius Institute of Chinese Opera at Binghamton University.

Xiuwen Li  – Chinese Calligrapher

Xiuwen Li is a master’s student at the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts studying Beijing opera 
makeup and Chinese calligraphy. She is currently working as a volunteer teacher for the Confucius Institute 
of Chinese Opera at Binghamton University. She learned Chinese calligraphy from childhood and has won 
several prizes in China. She is skilled in seal script and official script.


